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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1.-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently amended) A method in a routing device for controlling access to a 
network, the method comprising: 

receiving a filter for a node, the filter indicating a valid parameter for a communication 
transmitted by the node through the network; 

receiving a communication from the node, the communication having a parameter; 
determining whether the parameter of the received communication is valid based on 
the received filter; and 

when it is determined that parameter of the received communication is not valid, 
suppressing the transmitting of the received communication; 
wherein the routing device is Fibre Channel compatible . 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the parameter is a virtual address 
and the filter indicates one or more virtual addresses that can be validly used in a 
communication transmitted by the node. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the parameter relates to priority of 
a communication and the filter indicates a priority that can be validly used in a 
communication transmitted by the node. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the parameter relates to class of 
service of a communication and the filter indicates a class of sen/ice that can be validly 
used in a communication transmitted by the node. 
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21. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the routing device has multiple 
ports, wherein each port is connected to a node, and wherein each port has access to a 
received filter for the connected-to node. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the received filter is associated 
with a destination address assigned to the node and wherein the filter is applied to 
communications transmitted by the node that have that destination address. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 17 including notifying a network manager 
when the transmitting of a communication is suppressed. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the filter is received from a 
network manager. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the filter is received from the 
network manager based on registration of the node. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the routing device is a switch. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 wherein the routing device is 
changed from Fibre Channel compatible to InfiniBand compatible. 

29. (Currently amended) A routing device for controlling access to a network, 
comprising: 

a component having a filter for a node, the filter indicating valid parameters for 
communications transmitted by the node through the network; 
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a component that receives communications from the node, the communications having 
parameters; 

a component that applies the filter to the communications to determining whether the 
parameters of the received communications are valid; and 

a component that discards a received communication when it is determined that a 
parameter of the received communication is not valid; 
wherein the routing device is Fibre Channel compatible . 

30. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein a parameter is a virtual 
address and the filter indicates one or more virtual addresses that can be validly used 
in a communication transmitted by the node. 

31. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein a parameter relates to 
priority of a communication and the filter indicates a priority that can be validly used in a 
communication transmitted by the node. 

32. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein a parameter relates to class 
of service of a communication and the filter indicates a class of service that can be 
validly used in a communication transmitted by the node. 

33. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein the routing device has 
multiple ports connected to nodes and wherein each port has access to a filter for the 
connected-to node. 

34. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein the filter is associated with 
a destination address assigned to the node and wherein the filter is applied to 
communications transmitted by the node that have that destination address. 
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35. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 including notifying a network 
manager when a communication is discarded. 

36. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein the filter is received from a 
network manager. 

37. (Original) The routing device of claim 36 wherein the filter is received from 
the network manager during registration of the node. 

38. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 including a component that indicates 
that the node is not allowed to transmit any communications when it is determined that 
the parameter of a received communication is not valid. 

39. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 including when it is determined that 
the parameter of the received communication is not valid, indicating that the node is not 
allowed to transmit communications to a destination address associated with the 
received communication. 

40. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 including a component that 
transmits a received communication when it is determined that the parameters of the 
received communication are valid. 

41 . (Original) The routing device of claim 29 including a component that modifies 
the filter so that the modified filter is applied to subsequent communications received 
from the node. 



42. (Original) The routing device of claim 29 wherein the routing device is a 
switch. 
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43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently amended) The routing device of claim 29 wherein the routing 
device is changed from Fibre Channel compatible to InfiniBand compatible. 

45. (Currently amended) A routing device for controlling access to a network, 
comprising: 

means for applying a filter to communications received from a node to determining 
whether parameters of the communications are valid; and 

means for discarding a communication when it is determined that a parameter of the 

communication is not valid; 

wherein the routing device is InfiniBand compatible . 

46. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein a parameter is a virtual 
address and the filter indicates one or more virtual addresses that can be validly used 
in a communication transmitted by the node. 

47. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein a parameter relates to 
priority of a communication and the filter indicates a priority that can be validly used in a 
communication transmitted by the node. 

48. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein a parameter relates to class 
of service of a communication and the filter indicates a class of service that can be 
validly used in a communication transmitted by the node. 

49. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein the routing device has 
multiple ports connected to nodes and wherein each port has access to a filter for the 
connected-to node. 
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50. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein the filter is associated with 
a destination address assigned to the node and wherein the means for applying the 
filter applies it to communications transmitted by the node that have that destination 
address. 

51. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 including a component that 
transmits a received communication when it is determined that the parameters of the 
received communication are valid. 

52. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 wherein the routing device is a 
switch. 

53. (Currently amended) The routing device of claim 45 wherein the routing 
device is changed from Infiniband compatible to Fibre Channel compatible. 

54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Original) The routing device of claim 45 includes means for receiving a filter 
from a network manager. 

56. (Currently amended) The routing device of claim 45§§ wherein 
the filter is received during registration of the node. 
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